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possession of her veins. Bai'a's mother was a kind soul, who
passed her time in cooking for a French family, and in em-
broidering, between meals, either long strips for curtains or
square covers for cushions and tables. Bai'a had posed for
artists a good deal; but since, with her youth on the wane,
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that lucrative occupation had become rarer, she gave her at-
tention to weaving silk and woollen braid at three sous a
yard. Women friends were continually " dropping in," and see-
ing me there at work so often, they considered me as one of